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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

 
ST. PAUL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

MCA Testing 
April 15-May 23, 2008 

 
Early Release Day 

April 30, 2008 
 

Memorial Day, No School 
May 26, 2008 

 
Last Day of School 

June 4, 2008 
 
 
 

CHOSEN TO ACHIEVE 
 

Mentor Mingle 
@ Rondo Community Library 

June 5, 2008 
6:30-7:30 PM 

 
African American Culture 

Camp @ Macalester 
July 21-25, 2008 
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       Reverend Patrice Howard, a loyal 
friend of Chosen to Achieve, went 
home to be with the Lord on Wednes-
day, November 21, 2007. Patrice was 
an original founder of the program, 
served as a Team Leader, and faith-
fully mentored several students 
alongside her husband, Seab. 
       Patrice’s family moved to Saint 
Paul when she was just eight years 
old. She was actively involved in the 
church from a very young age, and 
became a member of Pilgrim Baptist 
Church shortly after her family’s arri-
val in Minnesota.  
      Having been taught the impor-
tance of education by her parents, 
Patrice obtained a Bachelor’s Degree  

from Metropolitan University and 
received her Master of Divinity from 
Luther Seminary. In 1997, Patrice 
became an ordained minister and was 
licensed to preach at Progressive 
Baptist Church under Pastor Dr. Earl 
F. Miller, Sr.  
       Patrice married the love of her 
life, Seab Howard, in 2003. With his 
support, Patrice continued to pursue 
her calling to Christian ministry, in-
cluding positions as Associate Pastor, 
Sunday School Teacher, Family 
Counselor, Shepherding Ministry, 
Prayer Worship Ministry, and Educa-
tion Ministry. In addition, Patrice had 
a special passion for youth.  Through          
                 (HOWARD continued on page 2)   

 

POTENTIAL CAN’T WAIT. 
 

       Chosen to Achieve is growing! That means we are recruiting mentors who can act as 
positive role models for our young people. Consider becoming a mentor, or tell someone you 
know about this important opportunity. You can change a life with a small commitment. And 
it will most certainly change yours. 



 
2007-2008 

TEAM LEADERS 
 
 

Carol Carter 
Saint Paul Public Schools  
Liaison 
 
Joann Clark 
Day Care Owner 
 
Henry Combs 
Saint Paul Public Schools 
Coach 
 
Metric Giles I 
Saint Paul Public Works  
Department  
 
Denise Loving 
3M Advanced Information  
Analyst 
 
Andrew McGlory 
Saint Paul Public Schools  
Architect 
 
Yvette Mims 
Housing Management 
 
Joe Morrison 
Deacon & Business Owner 
 
Tonya Smith 
3M Engineer 

 

Mentor & Mentee  
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Seab and Patrice Howard at Chosen  
to Achieve Banquet, May, 2007 

(HOWARD continued from page 1)   
her jobs as a Youth Counselor at St. Joseph’s home for Children, a teacher at 
Harrison Alternative School, and as a member of Chosen to Achieve, Patrice 
truly made a difference in the lives of countless young people. 
       Anna Young, Program Coordinator for Chosen to Achieve, remembers 
Patrice’s unwavering commitment to the youth in her life: “I was always 
amazed by her faithfulness - the fact that she worked two full time jobs, was 
going to school for a Ph.D., and was a full time Team Leader and a mentor for 
Chosen to Achieve. I knew her condition, but she would come to every single 
meeting. I would ask her why she was there and tell her to go home and rest! 
But she’d always say, ‘I do this for the children.’ She was incredible.”  
      Chosen to Achieve would like to extend our deepest condolences to 
Patrice’s family and friends, including her husband Seab and her daughter 
Shola.  Join us in celebrating the life of this faithful servant, and reflecting 
upon the mark she left on our world. Patrice, you will be missed.     

Mentor: Robert Belton 
 

Hobby: Playing saxophone in Jazz quartet,    
slot cars, woodworking 
Class in School: Chemistry, because of the  
discovery process 
Food: Barbeque chicken 
Music: Classic Jazz (Duke Ellington, John 
Coltrane, Bobby Watson) 
Hero: Big brother, he is smart and focused, 
yet has a pragmatic view of the world 

Mentee: Julius Neal 
 

Hobby: Basketball (Shooting Guard), 
hanging out with friends 
Class in school: Math, because it is easy 
for me 
Food: Pizza Rolls 
Music: R& B (Usher) 
Hero: Big sister, because she is going to 
college 

        Chosen to Achieve mentor Robert Belton and Highland Park 8th-grader Julius Neal 
have been meeting on a regular basis for nearly 2 full school years. They talk about every-
thing from current events to sports to preparing for college.  “Julius is bright and en-
gaged,” says Robert, “He knows what he wants out of life.”  Both of them recognize the 
importance of mentoring. “You can look up to your mentor,” says Julius. “And students 
need to see the options they have in life,” says Robert. But what have they learned from 
one another? Julius now knows how to stay on track in school. And Robert has learned 
one very important thing: “This is not about me. This is about the student. This is 
about listening, and meeting the mentee where they are.” 
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     Walker West Music Academy is a cutting-edge music school for young children 
through adults that exists to:  

 
“celebrate diverse cultures through the study of their unique  

expressions and contributions to the language of music.” 
      
      Reverend Carl Walker and Grant West founded the school as a representation 
of their hope for future generations. Students learn a vast array of musical styles 
from African to jazz to classical, and use a variety of instruments. Programs include 
private instruction, performance ensembles, and summer workshops. Scholarships 
are available!!! For more information, contact the academy at:  

 
777 Selby Ave. 

Saint Paul, MN 55104 
Phone: (651) 224-2929 

www.walkerwestmusicacademy.org  
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       Our new office is located downtown Saint Paul inside 
Paul and Sheila Wellstone Elementary at 65 East 
Kellogg Blvd. However, our telephone number and 
mailing address have remained the same (see front cover).  

       Sharon Freeman is Chosen to Achieve’s new 
district supervisor. Sharon is the Director of AYP and 4-
Year-Old Programs, and also serves as the Interim 
Executive Director of Elementary Education. She 
oversees all mentoring and tutoring programs within  
Saint Paul Public Schools.  

       Because Chosen to Achieve’s federal grant has 
expired, a few changes will be made in 2008: 
• We are now a part of St. Paul’s district-wide mentoring   
   and tutoring initiative. The program will be fully funded   
   by Saint Paul Public Schools and will continue to  
   grow in coming years. We deeply appreciate the school  
   district’s support. 
• Expansion to serve 6th through 9th grade students &  
  each mentee now receives only one mentor 

       Join us in welcoming Zoua Vang-Vu to our staff, 
who will be coordinating the school district’s Hmong 
Mentoring Program. She will work alongside Chosen to 
Achieve in implementing the program, including 
collaborative mentor recruiting and training.  
       Zoua is a licensed social worker and has worked 
within the Hmong community for several years. Her 
experience includes work with young females in 
Minneapolis schools and volunteer mentoring. Zoua is 
excited about her new position, and we are delighted to 
have her knowledge and skills as a part of the program. 
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2008 Board of Education 
Elona Street-Stewart, Chair • Kazoua Kong-Thao, Vice Chair 

Tom Conlon, Clerk • Tom Goldstein, Treasurer 
John Brodrick, Director • Anne Carroll, Director • Keith Hardy, Director 

 
Superintendent 

Meria Joel Carstarphen, Ed. D. 
 

Office of Accountability 
Sharon Freeman, Director of AYP & 4-Year Old Programs 

 
Program Coordinator 

Anna Young 

360 Colborne Street 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

Thank you for supporting  
Chosen to Achieve by welcoming us  

in to your church this winter! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Runney Patterson and Congregation 

 
MOUNT OLIVET MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor James C. Thomas and Congregation 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

BE A FRIEND.  
BE A ROLE MODEL.  

BE A MENTOR. 
 

It’s simple! One hour every other 
week makes a HUGE difference in 

the life of a child.  
 

Contact Anna Young at (651) 293-5952 
or Anna.Young@spps.org  

for more information. 

• • • ANNOUNCEMENTS • • • 
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2008 AFRICAN AMERICAN 
CULTURE CAMP!! 

What:  African American History,  
 Reading, Writing, African Dance,  
 Visual Arts, Athletics 
Who:   St. Paul students entering grades 
 7 and 8 in Fall 2008 
When: July 21-25, 9am-3:30pm daily 
Where:  Macalester College, Saint Paul 
Cost:  FREE! Meals & bussing included 

 

Call (651) 293-5952 to register! 


